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Being A Description of 
That Most Noble Order 

of Healing Monks, With 

a Full Relation of Their 
Curious Customs and 
Austere Disciplines, as 
Related by the Great 
Disciple Asoka to 
Tacitus the Historian 


THE FIRST SUTRA 


As told to Asoka, then 
related by Asoka to 
Tacitus, the Scholar of 
PaxLair: 


The Buddha spoke the 
Following: 

"These be the rules of 
our order. First, a monk 
shall never take room 

in an inn, for a monk 
should have no 

luxurious bedding. 

There be temptation in 
the inns of Britannia. A 
monk must always 

sleep beneath the 

stars, among the trees. 
Second, a monk may 

not accumulate wealth. 
Wealth received must 


be relinquished to the 
poor or one of noble 
intentions. Third, a 
monk may not fight or 
bear weapons. Fourth, 

a monk must heal and 
preach to all, 
regardless of status or 
fame. Fifth, a monk 

may eat whatever is 
offered, but may not kill 
an animal for food or 
eat an animal killed for 
him. These are the 

rules of our order.” 


ASOKA AND THE 
TRAIL OF COINS 


Asoka led the Buddha 
through the gutters of 
Britain, but all the while 
felt as if the Buddha 

knew where he went. 

The Buddha hummed 

and smiled. Asoka 

said: "Brother, I am 
having desirous 

thoughts.” 


The Buddha answered: 
"Asoka, you must drop 
a coin every time you 
have a desirous 
thought.” 


Asoka dropped a single 
coin every ten paces. 
Beggars scrambled to 
receive them. 


Asoka asked: "But 
Brother, do I not simply 
tempt these poor 
beggars?” 

The Buddha answered: 
"Yes. We will teach 
them.” 


And then the Buddha 
declared that he would 
give one hundred gold 
to a single beggar, and 
he did so. 


THE PARABLE OF 
THE THREE DOGS 


Asoka and the Buddha 
crossed the bridge out 
of Britain, into the 
wilds. 


Asoka said: "We are in 
the wilderness, 
Brother.” 

The Buddha replied: 


"All life is a wilderness. 


And Asoka happened 

upon a wild dog, 

standing at the end of 
the bridge. Its ribs were 
clear and its cloudy 

eyes stared into the air. 


Asoka said: "I shall 
feed this wretched 
animal.” 


But the dog would take 
no food. 


The two went deeper 
into the woods, past 
the Guild of Warriors. 
An old dog struggled at 
the side of the road. 


Asoka said: "I shall 
carry this wretched 
animal.” 


But the dog growled as 
Asoka approached. 
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The pair turned west 
toward the dangerous 
crossroads. The corpse 
of a dog rotted beneath 
a tree. 


Asoka said: "I shall 
resurrect this wretched 
animal.” 


But the dog would not 
be brought back. 


Asoka turned to the 
Buddha: "Brother, I did 
try to feed a hungry 
dog, carry an old dog 
and resurrect a dead 
dog 


None would take my 
aid. All chose to endure 


their suffering. Why?” 


The Buddha replied: 


"All life is a wilderness. 


ASOKA AND THE 
SWORDSMAN 


A powerful swordsman 
stood victoriously over 
the corpse of an ogre. 
Asoka healed the 
warrior. 


The swordsman said: 

"The pursuit of 
happiness is the pursuit 
of a powerful sword.” 


Asoka replied: "Be 
careful, for that sword 
has two edges.” 


The swordsman 
replied: "Aye, but not if 
it be a cutlass.” 
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The swordsman 
laughed, gathered the 
ogre’s possessions 
and left. 


Asoka asked the 
Buddha: "Are there 
hopeless cases, 
Brother?” 


The Buddha replied: 
"No, only cases of bad 
timing. Some are not 
ready. We must be 

more skillful.” 


Asoka asked: "Is ita 
matter of unlucky birth? 
Must they live this life 
in ignorance?" 


The Buddha replied: 

"No. It is misdirected 
mind. Some are not yet 
more than yon Ogre. At 
least it is honest in its 
intentions.” 


Asoka contemplated, 
and the Buddha 
chuckled. 


The Buddha added: 
"Or was.” 
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